
 

 
 

 

 

                                                           December 2017 

 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL MAINTAINERS COMMITTEE 
SMOKY MOUNTAINS HIKING CLUB 

 

Appalachian Trail Maintenance: 
Remember, No First Saturday Work Trip 

in December. 

 

SMHC INSTALLATION DINNER: MAINTAINERS 
INVITED! 

FOX DEN COUNTRY CLUB 
12284 N. Fox Den Dr. 
Knoxville, TN. 37934 

December 9 – Saturday, 5-9pm 
Don’t miss this year’s annual SMHC banquet!  The 
program will include outstanding music by the Oak 
Ridge High School String Quartet and the Rudy 
Ryan Appalachian Dulcimer Band. Our speaker this 
year is David Brill, author of Into the Mist: Tales of 
Death and Disaster, Mishaps and Misdeeds, 
Misfortune and Mayhem in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. David will have copies of 
his book available for purchase and autographing. 
There will be a cash bar and a delicious meal, along 
with the installation of the 2017 Board and 
presentation of awards (including Maintainer 
Awards!) Please register and pay online at the 
SMHC website or by contacting SMHC Social 
Committee members Jeannette Gilbert, 865-483-
8774, corsica111@att.net 
Priscilla Clayton,  865-966-4142, 
sigmtngirl@earthlink.net       
Beth Eades, 865-609-8311,       
eadesb@comcast.net  For general banquet 
questions or special requests, contact Social 
Committee Chair Debbie Goddard (865-382-3047, 
debbiegoddard@bellsouth.net). Cost: $25 per 
person.  

Reservations deadline is December 4, and 

cancellation deadline is December 6. 

Rocky Top has another good season! 

This Fall’s ATC Rocky Top Crews, led by Davis 
Wax and Katie Oliver, worked on the AT in the 
area between Eagle Rocks and Mt. Sequoyah, 
just North of Pecks Corner. Their challenges 
this year included one cancelled session due to 
Hurricane Irma, and one shortened session 
due to high winds from Tropical Storm Nate. In 
spite of this, the crews did extensive work 
adding steps, rock and log water bars, check 
dams, drainage dips and ditches, as well as 17 
ft. of turnpike. And this is only a partial list of all 
that they did! Crew participants varied, and 
included the Essex Boys and Girls Club 
(England), The Friends of the Forest Preserves 
(Chicago), as well as other individual 
volunteers. Our great appreciation is extended 
to the ATC, the Rocky Top volunteers and 
leaders, and for the great reports we received 
from Davis. Thank you for all you do!! 

 

Response to request for February 
blowdown surveillance in NNF appreciated 

We have 3 volunteers so far to help with 
identification of blowdown locations between 
Wesser and Fontana, our 30 miles of AT in the 
Nantahala National Forest, during Feb. 2018. 
This allows for more efficient planning of 
chainsaw blowdown removal in March. If you 
are interested in helping, we could use a few 
more names! Please contact 
petrillad@gmail.com and let me know. 
Specifics will be e-mailed to participants in Jan.   
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AT Work Trips from 10/14/17- 11/16/17 

10/14 - Jimmy Glascock, Bill Glascock, Paul 
Glascock, Tim Glascock, Emmanuel Huber-Neely, 
Leonard T Gaddis, Tom Huber, Thomas Johnson -  
Swim Bald to Wright Gap -  Cleared water bars, 
cut and removed four 8-10-inch blow downs, 
whacked weeds on lower section. 
10/15 - Franklin LaFond -  Newfound Gap to 
Goshen Prong Tr - Walked section to identify work 
to be completed by the University of Tennessee 
college crew that will be covering this area the  
weekend of October 21/22. 
10/21 - Mark Shipley -  Cosby Knob Top to Camel 
Gap -  Cut weeds and restocked mulch at the privy 
at Cosby Knob Shelter. 
10/21 - Steve Dunkin, Steven Epps, Pete Berntsen, 
UT Gamma Sigma Group -  Newfound Gap to 
Clingmans Dome -  Three teams departed from 
Clingmans Dome onto A.T., Road Prong and 
Newfound Gap and worked several miles of A.T. 
cleaning numerous water bars. Installed several 
water bars. Cleared several small limbs and 
blowdowns. 

 
Some of the large Gamma Sigma group from UT 

on Work Trip Oct. 21. (Photo-Pete Berntsen) 

10/22 - Franklin LaFond, Taylor Weatherbee, UT 
Gamma Sigma Group -  Newfound Gap to 
Goshen Prong Tr -  Cleaned out and rehabbed 
waterbars. Pruned vegetation.  Added 3 log steps 
and 8 rock steps.  Cleared several small 
blowdowns. 
10/22 - Scott McClure, Levi McClure -  Rd 
Prng/Tom Prng Lead to Spruce Fir -  Cleaned out 
all the water breaks, and clipped back grasses 
along the trail. Removed over hanging trees and 
limbs that will hang into the trail when snow starts. 

There are 3 large pines that have blown over to a 
45-degree angle. They are not blocking the trail and 
are easy to walk under for now. I believe that snow 
through the winter will bring them down where we 
can cut them safely. They would be very dangerous 
to cut right now. 
10/30 - Keith Mertz -  Yellow Creek Gap to Cody 
Gap -  Hand sawed and lopped limbs off a 75' blow 
down that fell on the trail. Hikers had been making 
paths in order to get around the tree. There is now 
a clear path paralleling the blow down that is only a  
couple feet off the trail. The tree trunk is 42' long 
before the first limb is encountered - all laying right 
in the trail.  Trunk varies in diameter between 30 
and 45 inches. This blowdown is about 0.7 mi 
South of Hog Back Gap. Lopped some greenbrier 
and cleaned water bars. Flipped some limbs off the 
trail. 
10/31 - Pete Berntsen -  Gap W of Masa Knob to 
Boulevard Tr - Cleaned water control devices 
between The Boulevard and Icewater Spring. A 
locust log (old) step was removed sometime  
last week as reported by the Ridgerunner and 
included a photo of the displaced log. The log was 
no longer in the area so the log step was replaced 
with rocks and rock/dirt fill. Added one step made of 
treated wood 4-in. X 4-in. X 2-ft. and also back filled 
with small rock and dirt. Following recent rain and 
snow events, improved path from shelter to bear-
cables. Used dirt from path to fill low (wet) areas in 
the front area of the shelter. Filled three of the four 
mulch buckets in the privy and swept out privy. 
Removed four plastic water bottles and other small 
trash from the shelter. 
 

 
           Missing step, under re-construction  
                      (Photo-Pete Berntsen) 



 

 

 
Replaced step, and added wood step  

(Photo-Pete Berntsen) 
 

11/1 - Patti Grady -  Indian Gap/Rd Pr Tr to Rd 
Prng/Tom Prng Lead -  Repainted blazes. 
11/2 - Paul Ruble, Stewart Taylor -  Spence (Bote 
Mt Tr) to Russell Field -  Cleaned shelter, checked 
privy (did not need to be moved) and cleaned the   
water bars from Spence Field Shelter to almost the 
Russell Field Shelter. We were unable to patch the 
leaks on the roof as we were unable to get on the 
roof. We left the silicone caulk in the tool box. Filled 
one of the mulch buckets at the shelter.   
11/4 - Dick Ketelle, Pete Berntsen, Edward 
Fleming, Don Dunning -  Davenport Gap to Mt 
Cammerer Side Tr -  Removed two large 
blowdowns and several smaller ones. Inspected 
Davenport Gap shelter for roof leaks after overnight 
rains. 

 
 

One of the large blowdowns. More like massive? 
[See next 2 pictures on right] (Photo-Pete 

Berntsen) 

 
Did this saw do the job??? (Photo-Pete Berntsen) 

 

 
Nope- pretty sure it was this one! (Photo- Pete 

Berntsen) 

11/4 - Randy Mitchell, Russell Redden -  Low Gap 
to Cosby Knob Top -  Cleaned fallen leaves from 
water bars in section.  Removed limbs and small 
debris from treadway. Inspected Cosby Knob 
shelter and privy. Filled mulch buckets at privy. 
Removed blowdowns from trail .3 miles north of 
Cosby Knob. 
11/4 - Steve Dunkin, Steven Epps, Fawn Landrum, 
Peter Landrum, Bekah Connor, Crystal Gaddy -  
Davenport Gap to Lower Mt Cammerer Tr -  
Cleaned numerous water bars from Davenport  
Gap to Lower Mt. Cammerer side trail. Collected 
trash from Davenport Gap shelter and cleaned 
fireplace and fire pit. Trimmed rhodo along trail 
from Davenport to Lower Mt. Cammerer side  
trail.  Major effort on rhodo was between Chestnut 
Branch trailhead and Lower Mt. Cammerer side 
trail. 



 

 

11/9 - Edward Fleming -  Soak Ash Creek Crew 
Quarters -  Set up scaffolding for planned chimney 
removal work. Received delivery of materials for 
planned project. 
11/10 - Dick Ketelle, Pete Berntsen, Maury Hudson 
-  False Gap to Newfound Gap -  Removed 
several blowdowns reported by the Ridgerunner 
either on the trail or expected to drop onto the trail. 
11/10 - Edward Fleming, Pamela Fleming, Charles 
Cantrell, Keith Stayton, Philip Royer -  Soak Ash 
Creek Crew Quarters -  Tore down the chimney 
above the roof, removed rotted wood structure,  
organized removed materials, started repairing the 
roof framing. 
11/11 - Dick Ketelle, Pete Berntsen, Maury Hudson 
-  Newfound Gap to Clingmans Dome -  
Removed several blowdowns reported by 
Ridgerunner either on the trail or expected to fall 
across the trail.  
11/11 - Edward Fleming, Charles Cantrell, Keith 
Stayton, Karen Brackett, Philip Royer -  Soak Ash 
Creek Crew Quarters -  Loaded the removed 
masonry materials from the removed chimney into  
Charles Cantrell's dump truck, completed the 
repairs on the roof framing and sheeting, felted and 
shingled the repaired area, cleaned out all the 
gutters, cleared mossy areas from the roof,  
worked on landscaping, organized the remaining 
waste materials for later removal. 
11/11 - Franklin LaFond, Ben Palermo, "Hopeful" 
Powell, Davey Williams, Wayne Powell, Bob 
Palermo -  Lewellyn Branch to Fontana Dam -  
Built 15 steps, 13 water bars/diversion ditches.  
Three of the steps are stone. 6 feet of rip rap. 
Cleaned 55 existing water bars/diversion ditches. 
Cut 2 blow downs.                                             
11/12 - Mike Harrington, Franklin LaFond -  
Sassafras Gap (Pk) to Fontana Dam -  Removed 
all blowdowns. Performed sidehilling to correct 
downward trail slippage/erosion to original trailbed 
in 3 locations (65 ft total length of sidehilling). 
11/13 - Diane Petrilla, Eric Keller -  Indian Gap/Rd 
Pr Tr to Rd Prng/Tom Prng Lead -  Cleaned all 
waterbars in preparation for winter. 
11/15 - Keith Mertz -  Locust Cove Gap to 
Cheoah Bald - Painted/repainted blazes. Cut a few 
greenbrier and rhodo branches 
11/16 - Edward Fleming, Pamela Fleming, Keith 
Stayton, Welby Stayton -  Soak Ash Creek Crew 
Quarters -  Patched one hole in the roof, loaded 
and hauled off remaining waste materials from  
chimney removal project, and also hauled off 

construction waste from previous construction work 
on house and privy preconstruction projects. This 
project is complete.  
 

Maintenance ‘Minders 
First of all, please remember to do winter 
waterbar cleaning on your sections, now 
that all of the leaves are down! Thank you! 
 
Guidelines for Treadway Dryness 
-The Trail should be reasonably safe and 
enjoyable to walk and should not damage the 
natural surroundings. 
-Treadway should be dry and firm. 
-Vegetation surrounding the footway should be 
healthy.  
Conditions to Avoid (Treadway Problems) 
-Flooded: Covered with still water, especially 
in good weather, forcing hikers to walk through 
or around a wet, saturated area. 
-Muddy: Boggy, or otherwise unusually wet, 
especially in good weather.  
-Widening: Wherever water does not drain 
from the Treadway, hikers step aside to keep 
their feet dry, trampling bordering vegetation 
and widening the Trail. 
-Divided: Split into multiple treadways from 
hikers bypassing wet areas. 
- Clogged: With clogged drainage ditches that 
no longer drain water from Treadway. 
- Unstable: With unstable step stones. 
- Poorly bog-bridged: With unstable, difficult 
to walk, slippery, or rotten puncheon. 
 
To remedy these wetness problems, use 
drainage ditches, step stones, rock treadway or 
turnpike, puncheon, or log bridges. (More on 
these later!) 
 
Appalachian Trail Conference. Appalachian Trail 

Fieldbook: Maintenance and Rehabilitation Guidelines 

for Volunteers. Harpers Ferry, WV: ATC, 2003.  Print.) 

 
Please send any items of interest, photos, and 
event notifications for the ATMC Newsletter to 
Diane Petrilla at petrillad@gmail.com. Thank 
you for ALL of the work you do! And have a 

beautiful holiday season! 
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